; 


To him that loved us, and washed cata i our sins.in his own blood, and hath pees: us 


kingsand priests unto God even to.his Pather; to be glory and dominion Sorever 
and ever—A MEN. Revelations, chap. 1. 


cE to ir ‘Charis pot of, the 
the world’s har « wrong. The world has been repeatedly wrong; in what State swas it at 
the Fall? at the Fiood? and when the best portion of it united,to. crucify our blessed Re- 
deemer? In what condition was it in the days of Luther? _wrong indeed! When wasthe 


world right in the things of Rétigion’ Never. But supposing us Protestants to be peter 


snstain to of the world? does:not the:amap demoustrate 
king manner that we are in a fearful minority? «Is thisatime. to lie upon our oars? 

Ah me! whither has fled the spirit of God’s ancient servants—the holy Apostles and 
Evangelista.of Jesus Christ—who broke down the teligion of two empires, who hurled 
‘the Idols of Greece and Rome from their lofty abodes, and transformed their temples to 
| heaps of ashes—who by the cross of Christ slew the enmity that had accumulated be- 


tween the Jews and Gentiles for fifteen centuries, and Made the parties salute each 


other in love and in the bonds of the Gospel—Where is the enterprise 6f him whose 

precious blood was shed to wash the sons of men? Our great men have all quit the field ; 
‘ our Paulsand Apollos’s—our sons of thunder and of manly consolation, have all yielded 
to the incumbent pressure of little men! men that make a mock of conversion! Our. 

~ Luthers, and Calvins, ‘and Wesleys, and Whitefields, are now no moret Fastings, and 


_ humiliations, and watchings, ‘and travels and perils, are all out of fashion now ; and re- — 


viling, and. counteraction, and fierce and. and vain 
pervade the Christian woth. + 


P 


(OF all institutions on earth Christianity the highest honor. to nature— 


i ‘awards us the noblest origin—setsthe highest value u pon us when lost, and appoints for | 


us when ‘found, the divinest destiny —eternal life. Having. redeemed the church by his - 
precious blood— having in the” presence of men and angels put sach an unrivalled es- 


timate upon the congregation, “js ito be wondered, Chatles, if Christ i is equally jealous 
of her purity and his own character? In the scripture we see. him creating a world, and 
on account of man delinquency, drownitig a world, ‘upturning thrones, ehipires, cities, 


armies, punishing his enemies and eyen his own people with death ; scattering the 
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elect nation, and making even the beloved city, Jerusalem, a heap of ruins; but it is only 
when the Christian churches verge towards apostacy, that he appears with’ a stern, 
fearful, and excessive glory ; his feet like unto fine a as . wer burned me a ers 
and ‘his voice as the voice of many waters,” 
Go,Charles, and do good, go, convert the te 

” © while we sisters at home, assume the task of Waiting upon, the widow, the orphan, and 
_ him thatis ready to perish! Charles, is there not now a wide spread declension from 

primitive benevolence; primitive manners and mean Chrigtian’ 1 


-and customs? 
CuarLes—Mary, you do not sufficiently appreciate the difficulties which oppose them- 


selves to the union of professors; I fear you secretly bid God-speed to — one 
priwtiple scheme ; but the brethren are arrived. 


Who is this that the like the forked light- 
nings! that seizes the.patriarch’s. uplifted arm}. flat exclaims 
. Abraham, Abraham!) lay not thy hand upon the: lad ?..._It is the 
swift winged messenger of Jehovah’s presence—it is Abraham’ S 
shield and Isaac’s savior. Behold he cometh from on high to re-— 
ward the well tried faith of our Father; behold he cometh bearing 
from heaven the joyful tidings of the oath of God! ‘Now I know, 
saith Jehovah, that thou fearest me, seeing thou hast done this thing? 
and hast not ‘withheld. thine only son si nie; by myself. have 

- [sworn, saith the Lord, because thou hast done this thing, and hast ~ 
not withheld thy son, thine only son; in blessing [ will bless thee, 
and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heav en, 
and as the sand which is upon the sea shore, and thy seed shall 
possess the.gate of his enemies, and in thée»and in thy seed 
shall“all the nations of the earth be blessed, because thou hast 
done this thing? Seest thou, saith James, how faith wroughtby . 
his works, and by works was his faith made perfect! By faith, 
saith the Apostle, Abraham, when he was tried, offered up isaac, 
and he that had the promises, offered up his only begotten son, of 
whom it was said, that in Isaac shall.thy,seed be called, account- 
ing that Ged was able to raise him up, even from ie dead, from 
whence, also, he received him in a » 

Behold the symbol of divine ;mercy!. the Ark, riding” upon 
a world of waters—a’ séa Without a shore! who is its inmate? 
whence is he? and whither does he go ; ; It is'the child of faith— 
the patriarch ‘Noah;he-escapes from a,.world that had sinned. 

The foundations of the great deep/have been broken up—the win-_ 
dows of heaven have been opened,.and the world is dissoly ed. 
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The mighty, whidl Were of old, men of with all their 
power, and pomp, and glory, have gone down to the bottom of the 
‘mountains—the whole earth and its inhabitants—their works of 
art—their- elaborations of science—their trade—their commerce, 
and all thei mirth, and pomp, and revelry, are forever overwhelm- 
ed; he alone is esttined, monument’of divine’ grace. By faith, 
Noah’ being” warned of*God of things* not yet seen, says Paul, 
moved with fear, prepared an ark to ‘the saving of his house, by 
which he condemned the world, and hecome an heir of the righ- ) 
teousnes which is by faith. 

“Ts it i0t presumable from the above, that faith is comprised sith- 
_ ply ir believing as we are told, and in as we are bid by 
weavenly F ‘ather?*. 

Enoch, it is written, walked with God, and was not found, for 
"God took hin: How sublime the principle that keepsa man forev- 


to behold this venerable and famous ancient so eminently inspired 


with it-at} the world; raising himself on hgh 


amidst the@htidelavian apostacy, and warring: against ‘the spirits 
‘of the mighty’ in prison! With what noble ‘enthusiasm. does 
he declaim against the sinners of his time; ‘Behold the Lord com- 
éth with ten thousand of his saints, to execute judgment upon all; 
‘and to convince” all that areungodly among them, of all their un- 
godly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of ail their 


“hard speeches which ungodly sinners "have spoken against him.’ 


Methinks I see the pomp of heaven, the chariot of the Almighty 


~ and the horsemen thereof descending to bear aloft the ‘ First Re- 
former The Lord took him, and in his translation, what unbounded 
“encouragement has afforded to all, who subsequently dare to 
make a stand for the truth in the earth! Awake, O Christians! 


awake and emuld*e the enthusiasm of this noble ancient; labour to. 
please the Lord; But: without faith it is impossible to please Him, 
for he that cometh to God, must believe that he exists, and that he 
is the rewarder of those who diligently seek him. 

And thou, O righteous Abel! first of the martyrs! though w we have 


excellent. ‘saérifice, and blood that speaketh better 


things than thine, think not thou art forgotten before God, or that 


the faith which inspired thee, is wholly evanished from the sons of 


men; by. the same’principle by which thou laidest thine excellent 
“and sweet smelling sacrifice upon the altar, we, on whom the ends 


_of the world have ¢ come, it the all approving 


“sPeter niakes the ark by which N bait was ied and separated from the condemned, 
a type ofour_ baptism, by which disciples areseparated from.the unbelieving and diso- 


bedient; speaking of the ‘the to which, baptism, says he, does now tt 
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er in the presence of him that is invisible! How affecting, also, 
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52 
fire of heaven, and we e rejoice: with equal pity, we 
the black envy.that seized. thy. brother; that filled his infuriated 
eyes; that raised his murderous arm, and poured out thine mno- 
cent blood upon the earth, which opened her mouth wide to receive 
it from a_brothers hand.’ By{ faith Abel offered more excellent 
sacrifice than Cain,’ &c. 3 
Through faith we ‘understand that the. Worlds were framed by 
the. ond’ of God, so that things which are seen, were not made of 
things which do appear. . Itwas by lives formed on this principle, 
that ‘the ancients obtained great renown. In a word, faith. is 
the substance of things hoped for; the evidence of things not seen ; 
 19€.in Internal thought; it isa hearty persuasion that the objects 
of dtr hope will be given. to us by God, and in external action it is 
obedience; as the evidence. which we afford to ourselves, to others, 
_- and to God, that we hope for the unseen things which he has pro- | 
_misedto us. Finally, is it: not presumable from the above, that 


faith, take it all in‘al comprised in. We told, 
in doing what we ate bid 


is imposed on who labour for the 
quently | to ascertain what ‘are the first principles of our holy a 
gion; to arrange and define them, and so to defend and handle them 
in the presence of the audience, as that all shall fully. MT 
‘their import and confess and feel their power; yet doubtless there 
are moments in the life of every Christian, when leaving the first 
principles of the doctrine of.Christ,. viz:,. Faith God, re- 
pentance from dead works; teachings about baptisms; the laying 
on of hands;. the resurrection of the dead, and’ eternal judgment; 
the soul, eminently inspired with the hope of heaven, bounds away 

from. all these things to. regions of more. perfect delight, and: in 
the pavilion of the most high; within. they veil, whither the forerun-. 
ner -has for us entered, seeks. for that ‘transcendent bliss which no. 
calmaaten of first principles can afford, and there, amid the holy,. 
pure,-and loyely..spirits of heaven, filled. wath. the fullness.of God, 
and left with no to. ask for, adores and burns.in.the presence 
of him,thatis the chiefest among ten thousand; and haying reached. 
the city of babsbatians, joins in her lofty thon ht the inspired t ‘ 
crying.riches, and honor, and. power, ands and glory.be 
to him that he, by: ever and 
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ed, man has been dignified by his Creator with the high endow- 
ment of rational life. In the Christian Religion, spiritual life is ° 
added, and in the world to come, life eternal; the gift of God, 
through Jesus Christ. Man is, therefore, a being formed for im- 
mortal improvement; in nature, however, he may be said to stand, 
only in the porch or vestibule of the divine temple; in Christianity 
he is advanced a step—he is admitted’ into the holies; but when 
born into heaven, he stands confessedly in the holiest of all;achild | 
of the royal family of heaven, and an heir of eternal life. 'O eter- 
nal life! how i incomprehensible the thought! In duration how vast! 
in progression how unlimited! in knowledge how profound! in’ 
holiness how perfect! in bliss how supreme! Delivered from all 
inferior relations; honored and glorified in the presence of God; 
what advances in all high-natters, man shall have made after the 
lapse of a million of ages’ intercourse with the royalties of heaven, 
it would be impossible for us, in these earthly realms, even to con- 
jecture. The powers of progressive improvement in human na- 
ture are wonderful. Moses, from being a babe, rocked in a cradle 
of bulrushes upon the waters of the Nile, rose into the magne 
_ distinction, of being leader of the armies of God. 

David, in youth a shepherds boy, ‘ tending the ewes great with 
young,’ in manhood touched Israel’s harp with a tenderness so ex- 
_ quisite and soothing as even to enthrall the demoniac > as- 
cending thence he became the prophet of the most high, and rally 
sat upon the throne of Israel and ruled. the elect nation ‘ by the 
skilfulness of his hands;’ finally our blessed Lord, cast into a man- 
ger, wretched and neglected, rose to the right hand of the majesty 
of angels and of ma. | 


‘ He thousand of angels rejoice, 
And myriads wait for his word: | 4 
Re-echoes the praise of the Lord.’ 


Bat if’ improvement is so eminently and endlessly progressive | 
below, that he, who like the sage of Woolsthorpe, is here beheld the 
child sporti ling with his own mechanical contrivances, and yonder 
the renowned philosopher, sounding the depth of the universe, or 
measuring with all deliberation and success, the bulk, and weight, 
and flight of spheres, more rapid than the winged lightni itself: 
If he who, as our Franklin, is now seen a boy, admiring the sim- 
ple structure of a type; and again, the courtly ambassador in the 
_ splendid Parisian saloons, the admiration of all earthly powers; or 
standing on the green sward, is seen the artful philosopher, seducing 

>romethea the linked thunderbolt 
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| a= from the heavens. If man is at:one time beheld an infant, on the 
or at thee foot, and at another time like Homer, Virgil, or 

_ Milton, grasping the lyre, and sporting with all high themes; mo- 
als, politics, and religion; what may he not become when born 
into heaven, where fields. of illimitable and endless mre 
open themselves up forever and ever to his view: 


‘Give unto and strength; 
_Giveunto the Lord the glory due unto his name!" 


. There is another point of view in which we may contemplate 
life, both with pleasure and astonishment i. e. with regard 
to the relationship to God, under -which we are to enter upon it. 
In human society there exists a vast diversity in relationship, as 
governor and governed; master and servant; parent and child; — 
brother and sister; husband and wife, &c. Now the Spirit of 
God has, in a variety of instances, selected the last of these rela- 
i = tions, as illustrative of the high connection which subsists between 
ie Christ and his people. . The os is styled the ‘ Bride—the 
Tamb’s wife,’ and. as such she’is lifted up above all other orders 
of created intelligences, to take rank with her Lord. 
if Three things are remarkable in marriage: Ast. The recipro-— 
ne cal affection which must exist antecedently to the marriage;.2d, _ 
1 the ceremony by which it is solemnised, and 3d, The equality of 
- . rank which subsequently. obtains; ‘ they two shall be one flesh,’ 
: i. e. rank alike. In the enunciation of the marriage ceremony, all 
) former disparity, (as in the case of one of the high estates in Eng- 
i. land, marrying a woman of inferior rank,) disappears, an¢ the 
ii — stand before God and man on. ne of family equality. 
7] This is the case in religion, also: Christefound the Church like 
i an outcast Virgin, in the field; and having washed her with the bath 
4 ___ of water (baptism) and the word, he loved her and gave himself for 
_- _ her, that he might sanctify her and present her to himself a glorious 
\ @ ~ Church, not having spot nor wrinkle, nor.any such thing, but that 
she shouldbe holy: and so having married her, she became one 


body, of his flesh, and of his” 5° It is with reference to this 
. dignified relation, the Apostle says, * All are yours! whether 
Paul or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, of th, or life, or things 
present, or things to come, all are yours, and you are Christ’s, and 
Christ is God’s.’ Christ also says, beware how ye dispise the least 
of them that believe ou me, verily I say unto you, their angels do 
daily behold the face of my father who isin heaven. It isin the 
relation of children—adopted children—children married into the 
family of God, that the samts enter upon the glorious inheritance 
Life Eternal! they with their adorable redeemer and the most 
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holy and reverend Father of the universe, are to form the royal 
house—the king’s family—to wear mitres and crowns, and to 


ministered to by the spirits, princedoms, denominations, and pow- 


ers of these blessed abodes—saints will there appear beforethe _ 


throne of God, and worship him day and night in his teniple, and 
he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among ‘hem, they shall — 
hunger no more; neither thirst any-more; neither shall the sun, 
light on them, nor any heat; for the lamb that is in the midst of the . 


throne, shall feed them, and shall lead them to fountains of living * 


waters, and God shall wipe away all tears-from their eyes! 
Commencing then from this point, what may not a human being 
attain i in the lapse of endless ape spent in that throng of powers, 
who have seen the character 
fields of nature, providence, redemption, and glory, since time 
began? Well might the Apostle say, it does not yet appear what 
we shall be, but we know that when he shall appear, we shall be 
like him, for we shall seehimashe is! + 
| meant to say something of the intellectual and moral influences, 
which the introdiction of sv divine a hope among the sons of men 
might be supposed to have on those who have laid hold of it, but the 


adds, ‘Every one that has this hope in 


SACRED COLLOQUY. 
Comune fom 2. 


NO. 3. 


Sanvronv.—Brother I was anxious to as distinctly as pos 
sible, your favorite arguments, and modes of reasoning onthe point at issue, and for 
this purpose, have, I confess, been heretofore acting on the defensive ; you will pardon 
‘me, therefore, if I should now seem to make a thrust at your peculiar doctrine, by en- 


% 


for faith! Brother Stansbury, does this tend to good, or to ungodli 


Mc Sranssury. —This is truly an ignerantia elenchi, as logicians say, —truly a mis-— 


take of the question! Whether, Charles, it tends to good or to ungodliness, it is not 
my province to determine ; butthis much I am bold to aver, that to tell Ahe people not 
to trust in the Holy Spirit for Faith, forms no part of our teaching ;.and yet to do so, 
would not, in my judgment, transcend in folly the common practice of warning them 


not to trust in the word ‘of God for fuith. Brother Charles, the Church is a Mis- 


_sionary Institution; and the depositury of the Oracles of God: upon her has devolved 
_ the high responsibility of converting the world, and_heaven commands that every mem. 
“ber shall do his duty, Believing, therefore, that in the word of God we have a great or- 
gan of conversion, ‘living and powerful, Tend sharper than any two-edged sword, pier- 


foul, and spirit, and — discerner of 


God manifesting itself in all the 


quiting into its tendency. tell the people, then, not todepend upon the 
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the thonghts and intents of the heart,’ what a joyful incentive in our doctrine, have all 


the disciples to hold forth the Word of Life to all around. In these days of. party pride, 
though every sect makes merit of trumpeting forth its own success, it might’be deemed .. 
vain or invidious, otherwise I could point you to a most interesting reformation, as the 
results of proclaiming and administering the Gospel on the original and ancient plan ; but 
success and numbers, without law, like pomp and antiquity, communicate no real au- 


to the Holy Scriptures; and for its cut bono, or good tendency, I refer you to 


those capital results in Greece, and in Rome, which flowed from our Gospel, when it — 
issued from the consecrated lips of those who were originally constituted its frail and 


humble, but sincere and honorable depositories, 

C. Ba. —Brother Stansbury, this is rodomontade! you take it for granted, also, what 
is not yet proved, viz: That your doctrine, is the very doctrine of the holy Apostles. I 
am very much deceived if Ihave not discovered the error with which your scheme is 
chargeable, when [ assert, that you confound the ee opera- 
tions of the spirit of God! 

Mr Str.—Rodomontade ! Charles, hope I am.to regard this expressiun as a 
guise to cover your convictions, that our doctrine and arrangement of first principles 


are true; or would you have me form a harsher judgment of it? As for the distinction 


of common and miraculous operations just stated, it is, I assure you, wholly illuso 
ry and imaginary, without anthority, and no where even alluded to in the word of God . 
Which of all the New Testament writers, speak of common operations—which of them 


- speak of special operations? The Spirit which is spoken of in the New Testament, 


is one, and was uniformly given te those who believed and obeyed the Gospel, not to 
produce faith, but to reward it. 

C. Sa.—But may not a human being, while he has intellect tounderstand the divine 
doctrine, have no will to believe, and as little power 
ral, and be without moral, power? —— 

Mr Sr.—This weak, old error, justifying the head and inculpating the heart, supposes 
that belief depends upon the will, but the holy scriptures, with more consistency, refer 
belief to testimony— He that recei his testimony’— Again ; ‘ If we believe his testi- 
mony ’—‘ I have greater testimony than that of John.'—‘ The Father himself has borne 


_ witness *—‘ These things.are written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Son of God:’ 
_ &c. &c. As for power to obey, that is purely circumstantial, and depends in most cases 


upon the Law. Suppose a man to believe on the testimony of the holy scriptures that — 
Jesus is the Son of God—what is commanded him in the holy oracles, which it is not in 
his power to obey? nothing, Charles, believe me, nothing, Is it not written! is it not 


written is it not written by the Eternal himse!f, that‘ his commands are not grevious;’ 


‘in the keeping of them there isa great reward.’ But, depend upon it, Charles, when your 
enemies choose to produce a splendid confutation of the theory fur which the Protestant 


_ 9 theologists contend, they have only to examine its paralizing tendency ; and its positive — 
and fatal results, after three centuries, are now before the public in full array. We have — 
_ ealy to look at Christendom,— its morals, and its religion, in order to read and compre- 


bend the practical and real value of our present systems of divinity. 

C. Sa.—Brother Stansbury, is not this a fallacia accidentis? are not the results you 
point to, accidental and temporary ? if so, they in reality prove nothing at ail in regard 
to the real nature and authority of our doctrine; moreover, may not your representation 
mies, rather than the just delineations of real friends. | 

Mr rpeat it, the yous. doctrine ere long. ago before the public; 


‘the publicthen be judge. As for the doctrine itself, let its friends declare it. ‘Faithin_ 
_ Christ, says one, to whose fidelity in giving just draughts of party sentiments, all of us 
Will subseribe—* Paith in Christ, says he, is that principle, wrought in the heart by the 


ty to any cause, and, therefore, I appeal, for the value of what we proclaim, ex- 
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-beliefof the truth;’»* purified by obeying'the truth ;’ ‘chosenthrough the belief of the 


the 


irit, whereby we are persuaded that Christ is the-Messiah;—again, * Regene- 
ration is the work of God, enlightning the ‘mind, and chatigifig the heart; and in order 
of time, precedes’ Faith.’ Thomas Scott, among many other things, says of the Ephe- 
sians, that their faith *was the effect of their being quickened and regenerated by the — 
Spirit. Scott's Com. Now we have seen in our last: conversation, that the Ephesians 
believed, before they ever so much as heard whether there was any Holy Spirit!" The 
above representations, Charles, are the delineations, the correct delineations of friends— 
real friends : ‘not the distorted pictures of disingenuous enemies. ee — ah 
do not yourown Articles of Faith comprise the following: =... fe 

‘That the enmity of the heart to God, in évery sinner, is of such a iain: that no- 


* thingshort, of the special influences of the Holy Spirit, in the application of the truth, 


can effect a change * John, iii. 3to 8inclu.; Rom, viii. >. John.vi. 44. Titus, iii. 5. John 
i. 12 13... Ez. xxxvi. 26, 27.,,. Isa, xliv. 35. ‘Art. 5..* These are your very words. But 
we have seen,.in regard to this phrase | ‘ special influences '—Ist. That it is not sound = 
words, it is human, not divine language; no such phrase occurring in the sacred scrip- 
tures..2d, We have seen, also, that the doctrine which it.is intended to inculcate, is 
unsupported by. any fact recorded in the. New Testament; and thirdly, That all 


believe the: truth before they received the. Holy some ever 


much as heatdwhether there was any Holy Spirit |. 
would you apply,the truth. to brother.& 


ear! Faith cometh by heari ad the.word of 


imagingthat there is in the divine truth, «charm efficient to slay the 
enmity of the heart, and constrain the sinner to reform and obey theGospel?™ 


Mr S?r.—Scripture saith we are begotten by the word of truth,’ ‘ sanctified» through 


truth,’ in a word, it is written that truth maketh free, thedove of: Christ; possesses a 
onstraining power, crucifying andslaying our enmity toGod andto one another. Even 

a perceive and say; that truth is mighty above all things. And the Re- 

deemier, himself is our voucher, that he who believes it not shall be contntnelyiied~ 


*he'that believeth itvand is baptized shall be saved.” Even your Article states, — 
* Thatit is the duty of all who hear or read the Gospel, to repent and believe it’ and ‘we | 


wouldadd;/ obey it'also: “He who'hears should give'all attention: his soulis‘at stake; 
and he who believes'should obey forthwith; reform wise be'Immersed for the remission al 
of his sins, that he may receivethe’spirit of Christ’: 

am not prepared to arge- more your ‘this 


forms subject, and it‘may be deemed at least pleasant to 
vary the topie;andto britig under consideration some other point in’ yout famous 


rangement. There are many present who are equally at ae =yow 


Mr<Stansbury fbowed ‘and added: The might#mind of the 
is said, Was atoused to the consideration of the gravitating force, by'accidentally bee 
ing an apple fall from a'tree. “Faking a’pitch from this simpte intident, his reason rear- 
ed liefself aloft, through all the realms of matter, towering from one general conclusion 
to another, and thence to.contIusions more general still, until she seized that ultimate”” 
law it physicks, which seectited to ‘her and’to mankind, a perfect’ knowledge of the all ~ 

ing power, that holds in union and’ in order; thé Whole frame of material na 
ture! .And Oh! with what exultation’ must ‘she have Tooked around her, while es 


‘stood upon the limits of creation; fulf’of the solemn réstilts of her own thajestic 


sion! ‘with what ineffable délight enilst she have, ‘down thither prone in flight’ fetraced™ 
her’path, from the mighty computation of planets, suns, and spheres, whéeling wide 
their rounds of many years, to thesimple ineident from’ she took-her flight ’bring- — 
back with her from the most distant vee, the biden intelligence that - 
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All material onjecte all cireumstances, a to approach each other: 


And how gloriously the philosopher for his patient fur of 
the facts which filled up the measure of his grand induetion : his fame is as lasting as 
time, and stable as old nature herself. 

In the erection of. every true system of nature or of religion, certain date are indis- 
pensible. Like the great Syracusean: of old, we require a place to stand upon ; some- 
thing from which to begin, ‘ Your system, however, Charles, is wholly unsupported 
by any fact recorded in scripture, and the theology which lays it down as a maxim, that 
the Holy Spirit is necessary to faith, begins by begging every thing. The doctrine es- 
poused by us, however, stands upon a sure foundation: pitched upon the particular fact, 
that: the Lord of life himself did not receive the Holy Spirit till after his baptism, the 
maxim, that the Holy Spirit i is given, not before but after faith, extends itself to the con- 
version of every christian mentioned in the holy writings. ‘ Jesus, when he was bap- : 
tized, went up straightway" out of the waters, and lo, the heavens were opened unto a 
“him, and. he, John, saw the spirit of God, descending like a dove, and lighting upon him, : 
and lo! a voice from heayen Saying:— This is beloved Son, i in whom am well 
pleased. ’ 
_Jesus, one may suppose, mmight have been exempt from attending to immersion ; 
bat no! : 


his Father’ 3 will, was his and delight; 
., Hunility, and love, and zeal, shone in his life divinely, bright?’ 


tn dignity and fame to Messiah, j in the divine institution, stand the Sisal Apos- 
tes, ‘who, like their glorious, master, received the Holy Spirit after immersion, con- 

cerning which matter, the scriptures afford the following information: ‘Tarry ye at Je- 


‘* rusalem, and I will send the promise of the FaQier upon you, which, said he, you 
i have heard of me: "And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all, with | 
7 one accord, in, one place ; and suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a mighty 


| rushing wind, and. it filled ali the house where they were sitting , and there appeared 
unto them cloven tongues, like as-of he and it sat upon each of them, and they were 
| all filled with the Holy Spirit, §c.’ 1 appeal to the company, whether this be not in 
iq _ point. Is it-not perfectly obvious fromthe above, that the Holy Spirit} is giv en, not to 
make men disciples, but.because they. are disciples. Afier Jesus and the Apostles, come 
the Churches. Whatis theip history_in. reference Lo the matter in question; is it not 
é presumable, that like the Apostles ¢ ad their adorable: Master, they received the spirit of © 
Christ after immersion?..we megan, however, in this enquiry, to be swayed solely by 
facts’ What thenis the truestate of the case? To begin at the mother. church—t!:e 


* 


 ehurch of Jerusalem. Hear; brethren,a man speaking by the Holy Spirit, and ‘conse- 

quently infallible in the case—‘ Repent and be baptized every one of you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ, for the remission of your sins, and you shall receive the giftof the Ho- 
: ly Spirit. Next to the Jews were admitted into the Christian church, the Samaritans; 

| - whatis their history? ‘Now when. the Aposties, who were at Jerusalem, heard that 
ee Ppee had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John, who when 
they were-come down, prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit,’ &c. 
After the Samaritans came the churches of the Gentiles; concerning the individual 
members of which, togetherwith the Jews, the Apostic delivers himself thus—‘ Christ 

~ has redeemed us from the curse of die Law; being made acurse for us, that the blessing 

of Abraham mightcome upon the Gentiles; that, we might receive the Spirit through — 

faith, not faith through the Spirit; Thus the views of those who advocate the Ancient 
_ Gospel, are sustained by a coficatenation of particular facts, extending from the baptism 

_ of ourever blessed Lord, to-the ultimate accounts which the seriptures afford of this 
matter, Me sacred Canon, closing with a solemn, yet all cheering invitation—to all 
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who are willing, to come and take of the waters of life And the Spirit the 


Bride say, come; and let him that heareth say come ; and let him that is athirst come, 
and whosoever will, let him come, and take of the waters of life frealy: ‘ For I testi- 
fy’ &e. The Law, in the Christian system) in regard to is, 


+ God gives his Holy Spirit toall wha. peliene and dace his Son, the Messiah.’ 


Here Mr R. of an extensive philosophical g genius, ‘deeply skilled in the metaphysicks 


of causation ; fond of the things of reason, and of a reason for every thing, obser- 

ved—‘Iam fully of opinion that in his judgment of faith, viz, that it cometh by hear- 

ing, as saith St. Paul, and is not the prod uct of special internal operations of the Spirit, 

Mr Stansbury is correct ; nevertheless, I deem it my duty to say, that his scheme does not 
ficiently estimate the doctrine of the Divine Unity, otherwise he would possibly be 
ess rigorous in regard to his arrangement of the first*principles in question. 

Mr U.—I have of a long time, felt tremblingly solicitous 't6 understand what Mr 
Stansbury, and other gentlemen mean, by their Ancient Gospel, of which we have heard 
such marvels for three or four years past. As for myself, while I freely assent to the 
observations of my Unitarian brother, who has just sat down, I am, nevertheless, im- 
movably settled in my conviction that all men will ultimately be saved ; and consequent- 
ly, any scheme or arrangement of first principles, which dots not set a paramougt value 
upon this sentiment, must be beneath contempt. 

Here Mr R,,.a gentleman of plain manners, arose and said: ‘ ‘Friend Stansbury, thou 
art a man of infinite good feeling, hut Emust dissent from thee somewhat. God regardeth 


-notthe persons of men; but in every nation, they that fear him and work righteousness 


are accepted of him, The light of that Spirit of which thou discoursest, is in men, 
and even scripture saith, that a manifestation of pe Spirit i is given to ererz man to pro- 
fit withal,’ 

Mr Sr. —Sorry should I be to indulge a gy suspicion of your shichsiby. gentiemen, 


_ or to use one unkind word in reference to your mistakes, even though they involve pub- 


lic interests, There i is nota Tyro in the land whose pen has scrawled across the page 
defiled by his own badinage, that cannot bless bis obtuse genius for having at least da’ 
red to imitate the point of Junius—The scriptures, however, command a npordtal 


-course—command ‘to speak the truth in love.’ 


Permit inc then, with all respect for. your prejudices, and ‘ni for those from whom 
your sentiments originally emanated, to say, in reference to the observation of my friend 


who last'spoke, that on bis plan of quoting scripture, there is no aavantage in becoming 


a Christian ; Jew, Turk, and even heathen, being alike the recipients of the light within. 


The Apostle, in the 12th chapter of 24 Car., from whiclthe quotation is drawn, is dis- | 
coursing not of men in general, but of the disciples of Christ in particular, viz: That 


each of them was made the recipient of some particular gift for the good of the. whole 
body, and not forthe advaneement of his own public fame; the interpretation of the pas. 
sage given by my worthy but mistaken friend, then, being nothing short of a sophism of 
aggregation, and giving an air of universality to that which has a special ‘reference to 
inen inthe Christian church, mist be injudicious, if not highly dangerous: aS | 

As for friend U. f have only to suggest, that it behoves those who arc clothed with the 
important trust of instructing the world, in the great affairs of eternal life, well to pon- 
der their proceedure. If religion is worth a pin-head it is worth the universe -and the 
universe without it, is not worth a pin- ‘head. * What shall it profit a man, if he gal 
the whole world and Jose his own soul, or what shall a man gye in exchange for his 
soul.’ | Universal salvation is a very doubtful phrase” ‘to- Say the least of it; and it is 
certainly an unscriptural one. “The word Salvation is uséd in the New Testament, with 
reference to olie thing, vizg ‘sin and its adjuncts, and the Holy Redeemer was styled | 
Jesus, by the Angel of nally ity, not t beratige he should save his people from the pun. 


Bs 
| | 
‘ 
ts 
f | 
is 
J 
‘ 
> 
Riek, 
FS 
3 
Tag 
4 
‘ 
> 
\ 
= 
} 
{ 
i 
4 
4 
‘ 
j 
4 
? 
| 
pe 
> 
> 
» 
t 


re 


| | 


+ 


4HE EVANGELIST, 


ienent of their sin, but from s sin itself; this was right’; this was to lay the axe to the 
root of the tree, and the person who, by obeying the Son of God. is saved from the love 
and practice of sin, has nothing to apprehend in reference to its punishment ; but, on the 
other hand, it would be wholly without analogy, both .to.the natural and moral consti- 
tution of things under-which it has pleased the Creator to place us, to suppose, that, if 
we refuse to be saved from the practice of sin here, God will, by Jesus Christ, save us 
from its punishment hereafter. At allevents, the Son of God is our Etre that if we 
die in our sin, where he is we cannot appear. = 

But to brother R. the Divine Unity, of which you have spoken, is a most pasidandint 
doctrine, and was the grand theme of the Law and of the ancient oracles generally ; still 
I should think it a difficult matter to prove that any in our community believe in more 
than one God. But should this even be the case, should your own sentiments be cor- 
rect here, the fact would not release any of you from the indispensable duty of ascer- 
taining what are the first principles of our holy religion ; of enumerating, defining, 
and so handling them hefore’ the people as that all should at least understand them ; and 
know the good, the spiritual good, which accrues to the man who chooses like a, wise 
and provident person to attend to them. These subtle doctrines—these refined enquiries 
“may well serve to employ the leisure hours of an indolent theologue, and to gratify his 
turn for speculation, but the people require to be saved from sinning: they require re- 
mission, for, like Israel of old, they are dying for lack of knowledge. It remains, there- 
fore, with all who charge themselves with the care of teaching Christianity to resolve 
whether they will condescend to handle the elements of the Gospel, and to let the peo- 
ple know at least of what use religion may be to them now. = * 
_ Yourg, gentlemen, are doctrines of remote consideration, and when the Christian 
church becomes fully awake to the high responsibility which heaven has laid upon her 
~ as the organ of conversion, believe me that your peculiarities will be treated according 
to their proper deserts ; in the meantime permit_ ine, gentlemen, as a professor of the 
religion which you affect to advocate, to tender you a single admonition ‘review your 
| premises—review your. premises, gentlemen; we want tosee the world converted to 
a righteousness—eonverted to God, by the preaching of the cross of Christ. ~ 
. Here it was agreed on that all parties should have some further conversation on the 
| ‘subject of the arrangement; in the mean time young John —~ocke was immersed this 
~ evening for the remission of _ Hae, in the waters of Baroda: « and the company parted 


THE “LAYER OF REGENERATION. 


used by the ‘Administrator at the restoration’ of 

tism for the remission. of sins, were ‘ For the remission of your 
sins by the precious blood of Christ, and for the gift of the Holy 
Spirit; I immerse you into the name of the Father, and of the Non, | 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

_._. The reason why he used the words ‘ ‘ precious blood of Christ,’ 
_ vas, that the spectators, many. of whom would not attend preach- 
ing, might that although was the time, place 
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and ordinance in which God was pleased to impart forgiveness to eit 
the truly penitent, yet the blood of Christ was, 1n reality, thepre . 
curing cause of remission. | 
The phrase—‘ and for the gift of the Holy Spirit, was, how- 
ever, used by him from a very different consideration; with feelings Fe 
of the deepest regret he had for many years perceived thatthesen- . 9 || 
timents on this subject embraced in our Protestant systems, were 
wholly erroneous; that the doctrine of the Holy Spirit’s being ne- 
cessary to faith, was without foundation in the. holy Scripture, and 
merited, therefore, a decided reprobation. As a part, then, of that 
arrangement of first principles to which at that time was given the 
name of Ancient. Gospel, and for the sorting up of the public mind 
on the Gospel of our salvation; also, in order to put the lovers of 
truth in possession of a certain and short method of confuting 


is _ errors on this point, did he venture, under our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 tousethe words} in question, viz: For the gitt of the rit,’ 


Both these phrases, were soon laid aside: both by 
4 self and by others who embraced the Ancient Gospel, and the 
; words ‘for the remission of your sins’ I baptize you, &c. only, 
were retained; itis not to be denied, however, that our abandon- 
ment of these forms of speech took place, not because we had con- 
cluded on a different doctrine, but only because expediency ren- 
_ dered the use of them any Tonge unnecessary. 
But it may be asked, why do you still retain the words ‘ for the 
remission of your sins’? &c? Answer. The Scriptures say— be 
- Baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the re- 
mission of your sins,’ é&c. and therefore .it is strictly evangelical, 
; and consequently proper to say, as we all now do,‘ for the remis- 
sion of your sins,’ 


Nothing could exceed the panic that seized the public mind when 
_ it was first proposed to the audience to be ‘ Baptized for the remis- 
sion of sins that they might receive the Holy Spirit!’ The in- 
dignation of most, and the astonishment of all was excited to the 
highest degree, and while hundreds yielded t to the divine goodness 
} and authority, thousands were so inflamed ast#'¥énder the procla- 
; _mation of the Gospel in many instances exceedingly perilous. 
: Success, however, accompanied the preaching every where, and 
. _at the third annual meeting heldin one of the northern counties it 
was believed that no fewer than two thousand disciples were pre- fg 
sent, who chiefly had obeyed the Gospel within the short are of is a 

The Apostle styles Baptism the Loutron paliggenesias, i i; e. | 


i ‘the regenerating bath, or Laver. Now, whether we contemplate 
the re-elevation of this Christian Laver toits originafrank andsig- = | j 
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‘wifieance i in releshiie to the conversion of the world, the consolation 


of the people of God and the unity of the church ; whether we look 
at it in relation to systematic divinity—the dissipation of party- 
ism, or the many beautiful definitions of Scripture terms and Scrip- 
ture doctrines in which it abounds, or inrelation to the strong con- 
tentions which it has already and which it is stil likely to occad 
sion, it must, I conceive, be interpreted, by posterity at least, as a 

fact inthe history of reforming principles singularly important and 
interesting. There is not any ordinance in the whole circle of 
false or corrupted religion to be compared to the Christian Layer in 
which the regeneration of the convert, on the principle of faith 
obtains. And there is no doubt on my mind, thgt it would great- 
‘ly contribute to the convenience. and. comfort of our assemblies, 


_ to have in our meeting houses, or near to them, lautrons, fonts, la- 


vers, or baths, constructéd in a manner suited to the simplicity, 
modesty, and divine nature of our holy religion, according to the 
customs of the most ancient Christians. This, doubtless will be 
the case, as soon as the Protestant ministry turn their attention to. 
the remission of sins as administered by the Lord and his Apostles. 


_ O! how beautiful will be the scene, when all the watchmen shall 


lift up ‘their voices together—speak the same things—administer . 
the same remission on the same-faith and by the same authority ! 
May the Lord enlighten, speedily enlighten the eyes of all. on this. : 


_ prime matter! 


How near to us has God brought. the blood of Christ by the 


Christian Laver: nay, he-has by. this bath put us into the blood of 
Christ; hence the immersed are represented. in the holy Scriptures. 


as saying ‘To him that loved us, and. washed, ‘us from our sins in 
his own blood.” | 
Surély the Gospel, wie thus administe 


af 


0 the poor, and 


blind, and broken hearted, as the visitations of the day-spring from 


on high—as the light of the bright and morning star—as the rising 
of the sun of righteousness, with healing in his wings. 


_ The new convert cometh forth from, the Laver,. ‘washed in the ___+— 
~—bleod_of the ‘Lamb, ‘and with dripping, garments, looks as if the 


Son of God had come ‘down, upon him like rain upon the mown. . 
gra and as showers that \ water the earth, He now becomes of . 
quick discernment in the things of good and eyil, and the voice of. . 
the congregation is to him as the songs of the morning, the melodies .. 
of heaver, awaking every feeling of | love, of joy, of devotion; every 
tender string is touched #hope_ bursts her house and spreads 
her wings for heayen; the fellowship of the saints fills his social. - : 


_nature as with the bread of heaven, whe hidden. TERED the fruit... 


of the tree of the parade of God, and. he drinks of the sanctfica- 
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tion’ of the of God” without 
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BY WALTER SCOTT. ~ 
“NATURAL RELIGION.” | 
Rational’ animal life,’ Hike” organic animal life, are 
blended in man with such admirable felicity as perhaps to baffle ny 
the nicest Sagacity to declare with indubitable certainty, where in ig 
h all cases the one begins and the other ends; jot that they are in- — 
separable, or absolutely incapable of a distinct existence, for in ' 
the végetable’ world, We sce organic apart from’animal life; and 
inthe purely animal’ tribes, organic and animal exists distinct ie 
| from rational life—in heavenly intelligences reason doubtlessly Me 
exists distinct from both the former modes of being. In man, at 
the’ whole threé rhodes of exi istence—organic animal and ra- 
tional unite, and run into each other in a manner so surpriging 
frequently to confound our reason and to make us speak most ab- - 
surdly.” If therefore we would think correctly, and consequently 
speak and reason according to trath heré, we must be exceedingly .§ || 
careful to determine the limits of these different modes ofexistence; 
we must be careful to set stakes and boundaries wherever they hae | 
can be got down or extended, in order to understand exactly what | te 
we have to do with. “What is organic; what is animal; whatis |_| 
rational life? and where do they begin and end in man, are most te 
j important questions in all Inquiries which 3 relate to the human ff 
mind. 


It may be in general’ that" organic life is beheld in its 
most distinct form in the growth and development of the Fecdtble eS 


__ kingdom; animal life is distinguished for sensation, and rational : 
life for the power of perceiving order, contrivance, design, cause fF 
and effect, the fitness, relation and tendency of things in the natu- c Te 
ral and moral worlds, &c.; and whatever excellence man attains nat! 
in the knowledge and use of things, it is finally by meansof-his = |} | 
rational nature; sensation being a perfect, and consequently an 1 
unimprovable endowment. A 

Sensation discerns tastes, smells, sounds, cololirs, motions, ac-. fa] 


tions, heights, distances, expression, &c., but here somewhere, it aul 
stops, and reason begins, and by a superior perception discovers | re 
not only the simple existence of these qualities; but also, thatthey° 
are all distributed throughout nature according to Sertain vital <j 
mechenpoal and mathematical laws of proportion, fitness, corres- i 
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to man the idea of contrivance, design or order. =... 
It will be perceived from the above, that if man,were purely 
animal he would have no moral. conception of contrivance or de- 
sign, but must remain forever like a beast, with ideas of relation 
and fitness purely instinctive. The forms, colours, atitudes, &c. 


__pondence, contrast, contrariety, &c. which at every step suggests 


On this subject that comprehends the sublimest of all the truths 
which man is permitted to attain, the benefit of Revelation may 
be. conceived to render eyery inquiry superfluous, which does not 
flow from it. But to those who. are: blessed with a clearer illumi- 
~ nation, it cannot be uninteresting to tracé the fainter lights, which 
in the darkness of so many, gloomy ages, amid the oppression of 
tyranny in various forms, and of superstition more afflicting than — 


j | 
i 
of vegetables would be. viewed .by him as they. are without ever 
aL suggesting to him a. single idea of the vital and mechanical forces 
1 (| which combine in. the development of their various phenomena; | 
4 he would drink of the stream. ahd re¢line upon its banks without 
ever once enquiring into the operation of those powers which makes 
the one run and the other stand still. Lightand shade would 
_ be seen by him without any preference to-that system, of.opties by 
| which they are separated and distributed throughout the universe 
and like other animals he would live, grow, decline, and die, alike 
| ignorant of nature and of him who made it. But now being endowed 
| with reason he is greatly capable of acquiring knowledge and his 
if a posteriori and priori reasonings, his reasonings from particulars 
| to generals are so_natural to him and occur at so early a period | 
i of higexistence that but till of late, philosophers conceived certain 
maxims, moral and mathematical, to be to him not rational but 
: intuitive not adgcititious but innate, as they expressed it. How 
| soon does a child discover that one and one of anything make two: 
| two and two make four, &c.; how soon does he-perceive those 
truths to be ‘universal, viz, that a part of any thing is less than 
| 2 the whole of it—and the whole greater than a part; how soon does 
| he understand that every, thing made must haye a maker! Among 
| ) his earfiest enquiries are, who made this, that, and the other 
| thing?—the trees, the flowers, the animials, the sun, moon, stars, 
| _ Supposing then that revelation had not been youchsafed, would 
| the vital, moral, and mechanical appearances of contrivance and | 
| design in the -works of nature and of man, ever have. made any ; 
one of us ask this question—‘ Is there a maker of all that we see?” | 
We promised is readers hear the parties; let me then 
ig introduce to them the amiable and learned philosopher, Mr. Brown, 
of Edinbutgh, cum 
| 
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‘tyfanny itself—cor ld” preserve, still to man, that, 
which he was to love, and that Creator whom he was to 
‘adoré. “Nor'can it be without profit, even to their better faith, to 
find all nature:thus concurring as its most important truths, with 


‘revelation itself: ‘and every thing Tiv¥ ing and inanimate announ- 


‘cing that’ high dnd’ Holy One, of whose perfections they have 
‘been privileged'with a shore splendid manifestation. 
he uiiversé exhibits indisputable marks of design, and is, 
therefore, not self-existing, but ‘the work of a designing mind. 
‘There exists, then, a great designing mind. Such is the first truth 
with respéct, to the inditation’ of div inity in the to which 
7 would direct" your attention. 
pacts to parts) mass Of matter, irregular in form, and quies- 
cent, and, if we could conceive ourselves, with all our faculties 
ais vigorous as dw, ‘contemplating such an irregular and quies 
Withont any thotghit of the order displayed in our Own. men 
franieT am far’ from: contending that, in such circumstances, 
with nothing before us that could ‘considered as indicative of a 
‘pariicular design, Wé'Should have been led tothe conception of a 
Creator.” On the contrary ‘I conceive, the’. abstract’ ‘arguments 
| which have ‘Been adduced to show, that it is impossible for matter 
to 
nedessary existence, and the inconipatibility of this neces- 
sary ‘existence’ with the’ qualities of. matter,—to “be relics of the 
mere verbal logic of the as little: of producin 
conviction, as any ofthe wildest and most absurd of the technical 
schdjastic reasonings, 6 on. he roperties, or supposed properties, of 
eiitity arid Eternal existence,—the existence of that 
hich neyer had a beginning, must always be -eyond our distinet 
prehension, whatéver the eternal object” may be, naterial or 
as much beyond ‘Gur coniprehensionyin “thie one case 
as in the othér, though it is ‘impossible for us to ddubt; that some 


inaterial or nental, aust “heen ‘eternal, if h 


there e’er been nought, nought been 


that if We fotmed*iny ‘at all upon thé subject, ‘we should: 
have conceived "tlie fide quiescent mass to have been itself eternal, 
as, indeed, to have been the: universal ‘opinion ofthe’ ancient 


philoop hers” with be inatter ‘of the even 
mitte xistence’of' thors of 


¢Tf'the world had beeh' without’ any. present adaptation 


hyo" existed from etérnity,—by reasouings on what has teen 
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that beautiful, regularity.which» we. The: ‘alone 
would have. been. visibley—creation, as a‘fact. unknown:to our:ex- 
perience,—and in the mass itself, nothing be: 
as exhibiting..traces.of an operating 

‘But though matter, as. an unformed’ mass, without 
lation of, parts, would not, Lconceive,: of itself have suggested the: 


notion of, a-Creater,—since in. every hypothesis, something ma- 


terial or mental, must: have-existed.uncaused, and mere existence, 
therefore, is not necessarily-a mark of; previous causation, unless 
we take.for granted an infinite series of causes;—-it is very different 


when the mags of. matter':is.considéred:as possessing proportions 


and obvious. relations of; parts. toveach other;—relations which do 
not exist;merely) in separate pairs, but many: of which concur.in' 


one more general-relation; and. marty.of these,again in relations 


more general still. In short; when the. whole iiniverse seems. to 


_present, to us, on, whatever part of, it we may look, exactly the 
‘Same, appearances.as it would haye présented if its’ parts had been. 


arranged,.intentionally, for the, purpose of producing the results 
vhichare now.pereeived,—-when these appearances of adaptation 


in few.objects out of many, .but:in.every thing: that 


meets our: and. innumerable, therefore, as the innumerable 


‘ possibility, of that so many appearances of 


famous,: astronomer, Athanasius ‘Kircher an ac- 
quaintance who denied the. existence of (the Supreme Being, took 
hethod .to-¢ «his error upon his own 
principles. him.upona, visit, he‘procured a very hand- 
some globe of ry -heavens, which being placed in a corner 
of the roomin Nboh it could ‘not escape shis friend’s. observation, 
the latter seized the first-o¢casion to ask from whence it came, and 


_ to whom it’belonged. ‘Not to me,’ said Kircher, ‘nor was it ever 


i, but” came here- by mere chance. 

replied his Sip absolutely impossible: you surely 
jest.’ rcher, however; seriously persisted in his assertion, took 
occasion to reason with his friend,on his.own Atheistical principles. 
‘You will not,’ said he, ‘believe that this small body originated in 
mere chance jand: yet:you Wwillcontend that:those heavenly bodies, 


which: it.is-only»a faint:and diminutive resemblance, came into 


existence awithout order: and: design this:Chain rea- 
joined i in’a acknowledgment of. the. 
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BY ‘WALTER SCOTT. 


“©The ‘late Dr. Beattierof Aberdeen, wishing toimpress on the 
mind of his. son, adittle boy, about six years old, the important truth 
that God: made him: ‘in the corner ‘of a garden, without informing. 
any person of the circumstance, I wrote said he in the mould with 
my finger; the three initial letters of his name, and sowing garden 
cresses’ in the furrows; covered up the. seed, and. smoothed the 


~'Pen-days ‘after'this he came ranniig ‘to me, and with 
i his countenance, told’ me that his name was grow- 
ing in the garden. laughed at the report and seemed inclined: to 
disregard it; but he insisted on my going tosee what had happened. | 
‘Yes,’ said I,’ carelessly, ' ‘on coming to-the place, ‘I'see it is so: 
but whats: there in-this “worth’notice? © is’ it not mere chance?’ | 


and:I went‘away. He followed me; and taking hold of my coat, 
said’ with someearnestness, -* It cannot have happened by chance* 
somebody must have’ contrived matters so as to produce it. *So~ 
you think, said Ij ‘that what,appears asthe letters of your name,_ & 
vs be ‘by: chante? Yes,” said he with firmness, think so” 


‘Look at yourself, I replied, and consider your‘han | 
_ your legs»and feet, and other limbs; are they not regular in their dd 
appearance arid usefulto you?" he said-they were. .‘Came you 
then hither;?’ said by chance?’ “that cannot | 
be; something: musthave made 'me;” who is: that something ?” 
asked, tHe said “Ido not know”: “I had gained the point I 
aimed at, and saw that his reason taught him (though he’¢ould not 
express) that what begins to be, must have a cause; and:that what 
is formed ‘with regularitys must-have an intelligent cause. I there- 
fore told hin’ the ndme'of ‘the GREAT -BEING Who made him, and 
all the world; concerni avhose adorable-nature, I gave him such 
information “he could in’ some” meastre. comprehend. 
The lesson’ affected-him greatly, and*he forgot it 
“The existing-schemes of education’ were 0 our 
and subsisted in'fall force’ of our becomingvinde=~ 
pendent. The’ Bible was indéed:employed:as*a ‘reading book: 
the schools ‘ofNew England):at-least; but was attended toy 
_ most’ other branches,/almost entirely mechanical Xercise, and 4 
never studied 1n our schools*as a “model of 
cellence. As the leading sects among us, did not find W Biblea + eid 
4 
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THE EVANGELIST, 


part of the -of education, they have 
terred from making any reform, by. th "unliappy jealousies which 
still subsist much among: Butrour author callsupon 
Protestants, and. especially, the. Protestant clergy, to consider; 
_ “whether the want. of truly.christian: liberality, is’not the main 
cause why heathen predominates-so vastly over. christian ‘litera- 
ture, in all. schemes-.of education.’ And. he adds; be 
feared; that.each values his.peculiarsect more: ‘than his common 
religion, and his own confesstoes: or epee than the com- 
Thus the. prohibition of the Bible to the laity before: the Re 
formatien—the sectarian, controversial character; which has been 
too much given to religion—the prevailing™ ignorance:ef the:ori- 
-aginal languages and literature.of the Bible—the prejudice which 
religion. chiefly as a concermof the clergy—and the spirit 
of imitation, have been the principal causes: of the.continued ex- 
“elusion-of the Bible from oyr plans ‘of general-education.. But in’ 
All these, no adequate reason:can be:feund fora course so incon~ 
sistent, with: the acknowledged character. the »book. not 
the time come a change may be 


on 


ond 
’ “ 
~ ame 


Here théré is. nojinfolerance vand»persecution, and no union of 
‘church. ané-state,. There is a general dependencé the ‘clergy 

} upon. the~ laity; and an extensiye® participation of the laity "in: 

i church ‘concertis> AConsider, too, our. civil sand political equality, 
the generaldiffusion ‘of Khowlédge, the unshackled freedomof the - 
press, and’ the paramount authority ofpopular’ sentiment, which 


Phe present’ 18) degree, the Te 
of unéxempled: dight, mm all’that relates to the’ social: 
{and of man. is-an extraordi- 
nary-erd in whatéverbelongs-to-Scienc 
Literature, and various arts schich 


and refine séciety;f0" taultiply the comforts,exalt the happiress,: 
too; for. benevolent institutions and enterprises! 
it The-change »which. Grimke proposes: give the--Bible: 
the. rank it justly claims, ‘and employ it. asa text-book in every - 


stage of education; from the Primary School to the: University. 
would not,’ he:says, have ‘the architecture of antiquity 
faced, nor the Classics’ burnt, as’ is~saidto:have been the fate of 
both.at the hands of Gregory ‘the Great; but’I would dethrone the 
latter from. their despotic Control, in our schools and colleges, over. 


the heart, conscience, and understanding of the. young.” I would | 
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them from the rank of masters to the 
thy the education of christian children” _ 


He: speaks‘ of it-as an ‘appalling truth,’ that in a 
country, in christian schools, academies, and colleges, under the 


sanction:and.even administration, to a great extent, of thechristian” 


ministry; ina. scheme of general education, not more than one 
twenty-fourth part of it is devoted to enlightening the conscience, 
and cultivating the affections; and ‘so :coniplete has been the ban- 
ishment of the Scriptures from all’ academic’ and collegiate in- 
struction, that one infidel rulers had: forbid- 
The arguments he ts tis of the’p 
system, and the importance of a change, claim the attention of 
everyone engaged in education ; ‘and we cannot do justice to them* 
or to the author, without presenting thenm'in his own language. — 
©The negative influences exerted by the’present scheme, on the. 
feelings and opinions, and throtigh them on the entire character < 
youth, are deserving of notice ;—for they are often’more 
and durable, because. they are silént, secret, and indi 
Teachers were. to proclaim. piblicly and boldly to their pupils nat 
Religion was of little consequence, and had nothing to do ‘with 
their. preparation for the businessof lifé, we should ‘ber 
shocked. If the instructer were to’express. an 
manner 40 the’ young, that Heathen Mythology 1s mtn a 
study to the Bible, we should not: restrain.our indign®tion 
astonishment.—How exceedingly, mores Gig that ‘indigna- 
tion and. astonishment be enhanced, «if, we 
‘sentiment from the ministggs of the holy humb! 
favor of a system, so immoral and licentignts, 
Pantheon of: Paganism And’ yet we ola | 
young put upon the whole of theif’ Hither 
that the Bible isthe Book of God, thgasesp! 


the Prophet and the- Apostle? thi nis 


off that is4 
is their Creator and Governor, and is their syuuge 
of future rewards and punishments? Yet the the siahiden 
of Jehovah, as drawn by, himself, are no’part of theif'daily studies; 
while the: character and actions Jupiter‘and Neptune, of Mars” 
and Apollo, of Jano, Minerva and Venus; are:continually before 
_ them: and they dre more*familiar- with the: 
theon of Heathenism,.than with the Word'of God-“Arethey told 
that the character: of ¢he:Saviour, is*of\ more value, ‘as"a 
1.all the:combi ‘excellencerof 
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Yet the sentiments sks actions of that Redeemer heat no part of 
their daily education; but they are required to be intimately ac- 
quainted with those of the gods. and: demi and he- 
Toes, of chy 4 
Perhaps* they“are required to stady the’e evidences Of. revealed. 
religion.’ the Scriptures Themselves are-neven.-opened: 
anid thdsé ‘infallible’ surprising testimonies «to. the divinity of the 
Old ‘and New ‘Testament; which .constitute the living witness 
within them, and can be discovered only if themselves, are sealed © 
up from their view. Is it possible thatsuch things have no influ- 
€nce.on the minds and: hearts of: ydtith?——Can they respect. the 
Bible“andits religion; and” its ministers, ‘and the services. of the 
House they ought, when such Contradictions areever 
before their eyes? they know,.and love, and serve God, as 
they ought; can they-acquire the Christian temper and’ character; 
can they rightly estimate. their duties “to their fellow-nien, as chil-_ 
dren of a common parent, and brethrén of one family, , when the 
only standard dlity, afid usefulness, and happiness, is thus care- 
fully) excloded; thtoughout the whole course of their education?’ 
Mr’ 'Grithke places this course in: contrast with that pursued by 
-Mahomeétans.. The Koran forms a prominenthook in their 
‘and ‘they: value it toohighly” t0'counteract its influ- 
eng’, their ‘youth; ‘by mi li the false. 
niythology of Grecian verse.’ Christians. not 
expose their youth, during ¢ the greater part of their early life, 
Se of authors, but are consti- 


rianism. Phe of this address main- 
“Tio “other Theatis would so 
Bible ‘bé Hof the common. to all, 

van early, 2 isetymervading element, in youthful character. Hence, — 
Morbearance,. liberal sentiments, and “mutual 
‘would: be*interwoven w'th all the stidies 
_ youth; snd they would learn iisensibly, but indelibly, experimen- 
tally; though'not theoreti¢ally, that Christianity is above all sects, — 
and thé Biblé’ above all ‘creeds, and: confessions ; that Religion is 
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The it is hoped, will not be to our The two ex- 
traets are from letters from. two aged servants of God, whose excellent distinction is 
that of having turned many to righteousness, and of having by their public labours, led 
many of the Asrael of God to that very desirable point in religious. Reformation—whieh 
prepares men for examining every it relates to the Aneient Gospel, 


‘ Brother Scott, we are by all laudable means; to advance our blessed 
Redeemer’s kingdom ; and the frequent assemblage. of the. Brethren, is, in our estimation 
one principal step towards that Mya especially : as the rubbish i is removed, in a good ‘ 
degree, in our part of the country,’ 

‘ Allow me, dear’brother, for ourselves’ an of all the brethren. ‘hereabout, 
to request you to.advertise in the. (March and April) Evangelists, a four days meeting of © , 
the Brethren, to be held at Clear Creek meeting house, Woodford county, Kentucky — 
to commence onthe first Friday of, May nert—Yours, 

Res Lord bless otis aged servant, and all who are with him, 


‘From ‘Barton, W. Stone, Geo 
Our in last number] is attend ‘with, happy consequences, our 


meetings crowned With Suécéss. On’ Friday | next, we ‘shall immerse, | we hope, seven s 
or eight more, véry intelligent influential persons: in this town.*-We long to seé you" 
our two Evangelists (Smith, and Rogers} have started on their'tour.’May our mereifal * 


Lord go. with them, [Am | Our country appears ripe barat 
will prevail; dear brother, “hel : 
brother} 


Leré, theet every First day, ‘to read G word ; to sing ; to pray, 
to callto remembrance, by the breaking of the loaf, their’ tice crucified. but now highly _ 
exalted Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, exhorting toa fidtient perseverance 


in well doing, and remindingyeach.othef: thatthe: endvof, the ent 
May the good Lord continue to bless you, with a!l 


‘We ate, we ‘hope, ‘daily progretising in the Knowledge of the truth, sroting. in the - 
love-ofGod atid of one another, and earnestly solicitous for the eens of our fellow .. 


“Twa of ollf Séceder neighbors ave been admitted to the Baptism of Remission | 


whe for his name. I know. 


and they.sejoicethat they are accounted worthy fo suffersbam 


2 


ae 


dear brother, you.can more eaaily,conceive than I can ideseribe joy that is felt when 


sinners are converted to Gods, To behold.a. group of young, men, young women, and 
ehildren, ‘singing the | high praises of God, constrains me with,gushing eyes, frequently: 

to exclaim—Dear Lord ! are these the victories of thy cross! and for {leir sakes I bows. iad, 

ny knée té the’God and Father of our Lord yecus Christ. from whom the. ily. 
in heaven and onearthiis named) that they may be filled’ with the fulness: of 
E., and M., yoursfirst fruits 20: Godin this: place, gend their love’ ‘to”you. 
joyous} is it that we can of grace; ged 


feate, our hopes, our. aime the same, 


[May the Lord Mes, and his daughter with the church in her to life 
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18},017/1,800,000 

600,000} 


Methodist, rch 
Presbyterians,. General Assen hy 
Congregationalists, Orthodox 
| Universalists® "=" 150 
Roman Catholics 
Friends, or Quakers 
Alssociate and. other #3 
Free-will. Baptii 
4 Dutch Refor 


"5, JOC 
200,000 
200,000 

0}. 175,000 
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44 brethrén or Moravians 
Millennian Church, or: Shakers 
pape 

Jews and; others not 


AY DD 


J. Dubois, 


WwW. M, Stone,” 


Fenwick, D. D 


T.-C -Brownell; 9D 
B.T. OnderdonkDD 
John Croes, 

1William White,DD 


do 
«D)1830 


D. D. ‘New 


Conwell..D..D. Bp. Philadelpl a: 
Kendrick, D. D. Coad.4 
England, D. D. Bp. 


Wm. Meade, D. D.. | 
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ROMAN: BISHOPS. 


“| De Bp. Mobile. 
|, De-Neckere;. 

J. B FPilaget,D 

Davide;-D: D. 
Fenwick, D/D, Bp. Cincinng 
“Joseph Rosati, D. D. do. St. 


.do. N. Orleans. 
Bardstown. 


do. 


BISHOPS OF THE METHODIST +EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


William McKendree, R. H. Roberts, Joshua Soule, and Elijah Hedding. 
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